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CHAPTER XXIV.
The Fight in the Library,

I hey re coming faster this time."
aemarked Stoddard, as wo saw the
aaeroy advancing across the bridge.

"Certainly. Their general has been
irslng them right heartily for

wttliont the loot. Ho wants
s $i!00,Ono autograph collection."

Larry.
"Why doesn't he come for It him-l- f

like a man?" I demanded.
"I.Ike a man. do you say!" ejacu-Ikfe-

Larry. "Faith and you flatter
that fia'head!"

It was uearly 11 o'clock when the
party returned after a parley

n the Ice behind the boat house. The
ur of us were on the terrace ready

4r them. They came smartly through
9e wood, the sheriff and Morgan
lightly In advance of the others. I

opected them to slacken their paee
hen they came to the open meadow,

lut they broke Into a quick trot at the
water tower and came toward the
ouse as steady as veteran campaign

tra.
shall we try gunpowder?" asked

larry.
"We'll let them fire the first vol
r." I said.

Theyve already tried to murder
Jtm and Stoddard I'm In for letting
.fcose with the elephant guns," Larry
protested.

"Stand to your clubs." admonished
Stoddard, whose own weapon was
comparable to the Scriptural weaver's
fc?am. "Possession Is nine points of
the fight, and we've got the house."

"Also a prisoner of war." said Larry.
Criiinlng.

The English detective had smashed
lie glass In the barred window of the
wotato cellar, where Larry ha! lodged
wim, and we could hear him howling
and cursing below.

"Looks like business this time!"
Larry. "Spread out now and

Hie first head that looms over the bal-
ustrade gets a dose of hickory."

The attacking party now divided,
alf halting between us and the bridge

and the remainder swinging around
the house toward the front entrance.

"Ah. look at that!" yelled Larry.
"It's a Ua'tering ram they have. O

an of peace! have I your Majesty's
consent to try the elephant guns

ow?"
Morgan and the sheriff carried be

ween them a stick of timber from
which the branches had rut,
nd. with a third man to help, they

ran It up the steps and against the
woor with a crash that came booming

nd choiug back through the great
lulls of the h )use.

Hates was already bounding up the
front stairway, a revolver in his ha:i.!
and a ..look of supreme ra::e on hi '

bee. leaving Stoddird and Larry t.:
watch the library windows, I r.n af-e- :

kirn, and we elnltorel over the l.:
toards in the i:;io'' h ami it, to a
jreit un!ln!shed chamber lt:n:ed::r !v

tr the entiance. I'ates had the win
4ov up when I re him an J a
well out upon the co.dng. veiling a
warning to the men below.

He d'ew his revolver up to shoot.
MKi!iiii ! ra :g'r. hi.-- arm he turned
to my w.'t'.i a look of atuter tin indig-

Da.ion i nil never e::;uted to see on
is coloi less, mask-lik- e face.
"My ((!. sir! Tim Joor whs his

rride, sir U came from a famou
louse i Kngla'id. and they're wi.-c-

tog it as though it weie co:t;-n- a

pine.

lie tore himself free from my t

u the besiegers a,ain l:iut'--h-- their
tattering ram against the di.or w;-:- -

frightful crash, and his rrvo!vi --

cracked smartly thrice, as he tin.' fi:
ut ijvtr the door.
His shots were a signal for a :;ha-- ;

reply from one of the nu n b;.'.v. 1

I felt P. :!es start. !!! ;:i;:.M him in
the blood stn atning from !iN face.

"It's all right, sir all rb' :. a
ut across my cheek, sir" and an-

other bullet smashed through the
glass, spurting plaster dust from the
wall. A fierce onslaught hoVw cans-- t

tremendous crash 'to echo
he house, and I rc'tird firing on the

apposite side, where the enemy's
was waiting.

Bates, with a handkerchief to his
tire, protested that he wis unhurt.

"Come below; there's nothing to lie
gained here"-an- d I ran down to the
will, where Stod-lttrt- l y'-I- . leaning
ipon his club like a Heicules. and
oo!y watching the door as It leaped

and shook tinder the repea'ej blows of
tie besiegers.

A g.in roared again at the' side of
he luuse. and I ran to ti e library,

where Larry had pushed furniture
against all the long windows sue one,
which he held open. He stepped out
wpon the terrace and emp'led a revol
ver at the men who were now creep-
ing Hi. ng the edge of the ravine be-
neath us. One of them stopped ami
i.srharsed a rifle at us with deliber-
ate aim. The bull snapped" snow from
the hr.luv.rade and screamed away
aarnib

"lir.h." such monkeys!" he mut
tered. "I believe I've hit that chap!"
One man had fallen and lay howling
hi the ravine, his hand to his thigh,
while his comrades paused, detnor-liied- .

"Serves von right, you blackguard!"
Larry muttered,

I pulled him In and we Jammed a
cabinet agalnal the door and returned

.7

to tue n. in.
Meanwhile the blows at the front

door continued with Increasing 'viol-
ence.- Stoddard still stood where I

had left him. liHtes was not in sight,
but the burking of a revolver abote
showed that he had returned to the

iiiuMM io nifun icneuiice on nis en
fiiiies.

Stoddard shook his head In deprec
f!on.

1 ney tired first we can't do less
than get back at them."' I said, be
tween the blows of the battering ram.

A panel of the great iaken door
now splintered, but in their fear that
we miht use th broken panel as a
loophole. th"y wampercl out Into
range of Kates' revolver. In return we
heard a rain of small shot on the up-

per windows, and a fw seconds later
Larry shouted that the flanking party
was again at the terrace.

This movement evidently heartened
the sheriff, for. under a fire from
La'e.". hi men charged asaln and the
log crashed into the door, shaking it
free from the upper hinges. The low-
er fastenings were wrenched loose an
instant later, and the men came tum-
bling Info the hail the sheriff. Mor-
gan and four others I hid never seen
before. Sitiiuitati.xiusly the flanking
party began smashing the small panes
of the li.irary windows We could
hear the glass crack and tinkle ubove
the confu.iion at the door

In the hall he was certainly a lucky
man who held to Ms wijKn a mo--ne-

afrer the r tumbled in. I

blazed at the sheriff with my revol-
ver, but he stumble! and half fell at
the threshold, so that the h.iil pav-- d

ver him. and he promptly tripped
ne by the legs and bad me prone and
half d:ote. by the rp of my hoad on
he floor.

I suppo-- e I was two or three mln-lte- s

at least getting my wits. I was
first conscious of Huvs grappling

,,n uie snernr, wno sit u.n n.e. ani
is they struggled ph ,,th..r I
got the full benefit, of their combine.!,
Werv'.t.g. tu-si- weight. Morgan and

'.arry were trying for a chance at eurli
ther with revolvers, while Morgan
acke. the li:hn'.an slowlv toward

'he library. Stixldanl h id svied one
if the unknown deputies by the col-'i- r

aa ! gave him a tremendous swing,
'erkini him high In the air and driv-
ing him agiinst another Invader with
.1 blow thV. kn.nked both fellows
spinning into a corner.

"Come on to the .brnry'" shou'ed
lirry. and Hu'es, who m I got me ut
my feet. jmisIknI me down the h ill ly
wa:-.- l the

li.Afes pre,-
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so
i
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orn :m I

s
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who
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tiir.t i.ition. sir."

I'.ai.-- s

the
ataiiist me at"! I was driven
hearth the fircplac
sin riff. Morgan and us..n b

It was evident tliat I

'''i

chief culprit, and they wish..! elim-
inate from the Across the
room. and were
eir.-a.u- in 1'v.ly and tumble
with of tip. hcslo.ers. and
Stoddard, seeing tn leaped the
evertil't-r- table, the trio
and sbsid swinging

At moment ves. seej.lng
the broken oilier doe's, the face
of Hcke.ii.g lb had come to

his orders were ol.cvcd, and re
member yet my
ined In the neui lilted to
kill or mo out. felt

revolver, the rxxun

Stoddard stood nl my side swinging j n, rves tell upon me

his chair the great chnn-- ,.(;1H m,rnlniS. 'nek' he said, and
deller. Uxisened or broken by the ,,,,. paz,d with mild curiosity
shots, fell with a mighty crash of Its tlll r,,nni
crystal pendants. The sheriff, leaping (;,; (,,.;,, n,1"
away from Stoddard's chair. w,is j

u w.',v.Mor.tati. I think who 1

struck cn the head and borne down by theje Wol
, ... t let the

the heavy gb-ss-

Smoke from the firing floated In

clouds across the room, was
a moment's silence s ive. fur the sheriff,
who was groaning in.l .cursing under:
the debris of the chandelier. At the
door Pickering's lace appeared again
anxious and frightened. 1 think the

in the room and prog
res bis nu n were niaMn.t against us
had half paialv,"d him.

We were all getting eur second wind
for a renewal of the tight, with .It i

gau in command of the enemy One j

or two of his' men, who had u.me
early in the struggle, were u iw crawl
ing back for revenue. I tliinii I uiun.
hare raised niy ami pointed at
Pickering, for wheeled like a
Bsh and before I realized what hup
pened he had dragged the executor Into
the room

"You scoundrel you In grate!"
howled the servant.

The-bloo- on his face and bare chest
and the hatred In Ms eves made him a
hideous obi.vt; but In that lull of the
storm while me wailed, wanning for'
an advantage. I heard, somewhere In
the that same sound of footsteps
that I had remarked before. Larn
and Stoddard heard It; heard It,
and his eyes fixed upon Pickering with
a glare of malicious delight.

"There comes our old friend, the
ghost," yelled Ijrry

"I think you are quite right, sir."
said Hates. He threw it wn the r
volver he held In his hand and loaned
Upon the edge of the long f.ihle
lay on its side, his gaze still hent
Pickering, who stisul with his over
cuat buttoned close, his derby hat on
the floor beside him, where It had
fallen as Hates hauled him into the
r'tn

sound of a measured step. rf
some e walking, of a careful fi,t
on a stairway, was nuite distinct. I

even remarked the slight stmubie that
I had notice.) b. lore

We w.-r- e all so Intent mi those sf'-T.- s

In the wall we were off guard, I

heard Hates yell warning!..-- , and Iarr
and Stoddard ru died t..r Pickering '

He had drawn a revolver from bi
overcoat pocket and was alx.ut to fir.
at me when Stoddard sent the wea;
eying tnrougn tne air

"Only a nionien' now,
said Hales, an odd on Ins fa.--

He was looking past toward the
right end of the fireplace Ther,.
awpiiil be n ,, a!,. a ,(.!ng ,,f
"nothing Impending. Kven Morgan
and l.is men. half crouching, re el) f. r
a rush at ti.e, heMtaic.l, and Pick-nn- -:

glanced nervously from one to the
other of us. It Was the calm b fore
the storm; In a n.o:::.;t we !'.. ni 1 ..

at ea'h other's throats f. the tin,.
I't'i"!', and et w,. j;.. In i ..

wall I heard still the sound l .if ,,.,
They were dear to ail ., now We
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